
Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Prohibiting .Certain Imports of Burmese 
Jadeite and Rubies 
August 6, 2013 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)  

I hereby report that I have issued an Executive Order (the "order") pursuant to the 
International Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA) and the Tom 
Lantos Block Burmese JADE (Junta's Anti-Democratic Efforts) Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–
286) (the "JADE Act") that takes additional steps with respect to the national emergency 
declared in Executive Order 13047 of May 20, 1997, as modified in scope in Executive Order 
13448 of October 18, 2007, and Executive Order 13619 of July 11, 2012, and relied upon for 
additional steps taken in Executive Order 13310 of July 28, 2003, Executive Order 13448 of 
October 18, 2007, Executive Order 13464 of April 30, 2008, and Executive Order 13619 of July 
11, 2012. 

In Executive Order 13047, the President found that the Government of Burma committed 
large-scale repression of the democratic opposition in Burma after September 30, 1996, and 
further determined that the actions and policies of the Government of Burma constituted an 
unusual and extraordinary threat to the national security and foreign policy of the United States 
and declared a national emergency to deal with that threat. To address that threat and to 
implement section 570 of the Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and Related 
Appropriations Act, 1997 (Public Law 104–208), the President in Executive Order 13047 
prohibited new investment in Burma by United States persons. On July 28, 2003, the President 
issued Executive Order 13310, which contained prohibitions implementing certain provisions 
of the Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act of 2003 (Public Law 108–61) and blocked the 
property and interests in property of persons listed in the Annex to Executive Order 13310 or 
determined by the Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary of State, to 
meet designation criteria specified in Executive Order 13310. In Executive Order 13448, the 
President expanded the scope of the national emergency declared in Executive Order 13047, 
incorporated existing designation criteria set forth in Executive Order 13310, blocked the 
property and interests in property of persons listed in the Annex to Executive Order 13448, 
and provided additional criteria for designations of other persons. In Executive Order 13464, 
the President blocked the property and interests in property of persons listed in the Annex to 
Executive Order 13464 and provided additional criteria for designations of other persons. In 
Executive Order 13619, I modified the scope of the national emergency declared in Executive 
Order 13047 and provided additional designation criteria. 

The order that I have just issued prohibits .the importation into the United States of any 
jadeite or rubies mined or extracted from Burma and any articles of jewelry containing jadeite 
or rubies mined or extracted from Burma. The order amends Executive Order 13310 to revoke 
the section of that order imposing a prohibition on the importation into the United States of 
any article that is a product of Burma and a related section. The order waives the sanctions 
described in section 5(b) of the JADE Act. Except as authorized or exempt, transactions with 
persons included on the Department of the Treasury's List of Specially Designated Nationals 
and Blocked Persons continue to be prohibited pursuant to IEEPA. 
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The order authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary of 
State, to take such actions, including the promulgation of rules and regulations, and to employ 
all powers granted to the President by IEEPA as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of 
the order. 

All agencies of the United States Government are directed to take all appropriate 
measures within their authority to carry out the provisions of the order. 

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Order I have issued. 

Sincerely, 

BARACK OBAMA 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A. Boehner, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the Senate. This letter was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on August 7. The letter referred to Executive Order 13651. 

Categories: Communications to Congress : Burmese jadeite and rubies, prohibition of certain 
exports to U.S., letter. 

Subjects: Burma : Democracy efforts; Burma : Jade and ruby imports, U.S. prohibition; 
Commerce, international : Burmese jadeite and rubies, prohibition of certain exports to U.S. 

DCPD Number: DCPD201300557. 
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